FIRSTFRUITS Sunday

We believe it would be time well spent, for you to plan a Firstfruits Sunday. On this special
Sunday morning, a variety of methods could be used to teach on Proverbs 3:9. We’ve developed
ten different resources to help you teach the principle of firstfruits to your congregation. You
may pick and choose from the various resources, but they are designed to give greatest impact
when they are all used to reinforce the theme.

1.

2.

10.

Poster — This may be displayed several Sundays prior to the Firstfruits Sunday. Request
more from our office, as needed.

Bookmark — Bookmarks can be a great tool to keep reminding the congregation to honor
the Lord with their first and best. Call us and order as many as you need!

Bulletin insert — Two versions have been created for your use. One is a template (fully
customizable) which may be used for sermon notes or outline. A second piece has been
prepared which has a brief teaching on firstfruits. This one will reinforce your efforts or
it can stand alone. Electronic versions of both pieces may be downloaded from
www.mbfoundation.com\firstfruits.

Why Firstfruits? — You may be wondering why you should devote a whole Sunday to
the subject of firstfruits. This article (Attachment A) by Mark Vincent, briefly describes
the importance of doing so.

Sample Sermon — This sermon (Attachment B) was written especially for you. Feel free
to use all or a portion of it. Visit our website (www.mbfoundation.com\firstfruits) for an
electronic version you may edit.

PowerPoint Templates — Templates have been prepared for you to reinforce the theme
all morning long as background for music, sermon outline, announcements. Access the
templates at www.mbfoundation.com\firstfruits.

The Two Oranges — This skit (Attachment C) works equally well for a children’s story
and is a wonderful reinforcement to the sermon. Contextualize the skit by making it
about whatever produce is relevant to your community!

Firstfruits references — Use these references (Attachment D) to assist you in your
personal study.

Firstfruits Discussion guide — This guide (Attachment E) may be used in a Sunday
School class or small group format to explore more deeply what it means to offer to God
a firstfruits gift.

Challenging Consumer Culture — For those of you that are still unconvinced as to the
importance of dedicating a Sunday to this stewardship topic, read this article (Attachment
F) by Christine Roush to build your enthusiasm and courage!
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Besides these great resources, here are some Helpful Hints as you prepare for your Firstfruits
Sunday!

Make it your own. Customize it to your values and people. Choose the Sunday that
works best for you!

Start planning early.

Schedule your Firstfruits Sunday in conjunction with your local harvest season, or around
Thanksgiving, as this will help drive home the concept of firstfruits.

Caution — don’t let this Sunday become another fundraising strategy. Keep the emphasis
on the teaching and let the resulting generosity be a natural outflow of the impact of
God’s word and the Spirit’s work.

Everyone will remember the “firstfruits” concept better if they walk home with an orange
(or some other fruit) to remind them of the morning’s lesson. If your budget won’t allow
that extravagance, perhaps use the skit as a children’s story and give oranges only to the
children.

In order to drive home the O.T. imagery of firstfruits, try something different in the
manner in which the offering is received. Read selective passages from Leviticus 23 and
then have folks participate in a wave offering or have everyone come to the front of the
sanctuary or pass by various receiving stations, and drop their offering into baskets (or
some other receptacle) to signify the firstfruits gift.

Use this Dedication Prayer for the Offering —

Great and mighty God,
These checks represent a portion of the money so many gave for your work in
and through this congregation. Some of the funds will go to missions, sharing
the gospel around the world. Some will go to our District and Conference to
support our joint ministry of church planting. Some will provide food for
hungry people or clothe those who are without. We dedicate these firstfruits
gifts to you, and we further dedicate our congregation’s firstfruits gifts to you.
We trust you to continue to provide for us individually, and as a congregation.
Thank you, O God, for all of your blessings to us. We wish to honor you with
our firstfruits.

Amen

The following resources by Mark L. Vincent are available through Design Group
International at www.DesignGrouplInternational.com or 877-771-3330:
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o A Christian View of Money - $17

o Teaching a Christian View of Money - $25

o Speaking about Money: reducing the tension - $15
e Firstfruits Living by Lynn A. Miller. Herald Press.

e If you find any music around firstfruits, please let us know! If your church sings hymns,
there are many harvest songs which would reinforce the theme.

e Remember, all of the MB Foundation resources are available electronically at
www.mbfoundation.com\firstfruits.

HONOR GOD WITH EVERYTHING YOU
OWN; GIVE HIM THE FIRST AND THE BEST.

www.mbfoundation.com




